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HIGHLIGHTS

L D.C. Council enacts Act 25-558 to propose ways of preventing abusive practices
related to student education loans and creation of a revised Student Loan
Borrower Bill of Rights by January 1, 2025

L D.C. Council enacts Act 25-554, Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Support
Congressional Review Emergency Act of 2024

L D.C. Council enacts Act 25-567 to propose taking of a school census and
establishment of a pilot truancy reduction program in the District

® D.C. Council passes Resolution 25-645 to establish grounds for an extension to
the Family Re-Housing Stabilization Program

L D.C. Council schedules a public hearing to approve the proposed Nannie Helen
Burroughs Corridor Small Area Plan (PR 25-991) and lvy City Small Area Plan
(PR 25-992)

L D.C. Council schedules a public oversight hearing on “Chronic Absenteeism
and Truancy”

L D.C. Council schedules a public oversight roundtable on “The Oversight,
Capacity, and Quality of In-Patient Psychiatric Facilities and the Continuum of
Behavioral Health Care in the District of Columbia”

L Office of the State Superintendent of Education announces availability of the
FY25 Whole Child and Educator Wellness Grant

L] Department of Human Services announces exhaustion of funding for extensions
for the Family Re-Housing and Stabilization Program

L DC Public Library eliminates user fees for use of images and photographs from
the library’s special collections
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AN ACT

D.C. ACT 25-552

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OCTOBER 8, 2024

To amend the Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Support Act of 2024, the Fiscal Year 2024 Revised Local
Budget Act of 2024, and the Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Support Emergency Act of 2024 to
amend the Homeless Services Reform Act of 2005 to establish grounds for an extension
to the Family Re-Housing Stabilization Program, and, subject to available funding, to
require the Department or its designee to thoroughly consider the totality of a
participant's circumstances, including their progress and eligibility for affordable
housing.

BEIT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the “Family Re-Housing Stabilization Program Protection Temporary
Amendment Act of 2024”.

Sec. 2. Section 5062(a) of the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Support Act of 2024, passed on
2nd reading on June 25, 2024 (Enrolled version of B25-784), is amended to read as follows:
“(a) Section 7(b)(4)B) of the Homeless Services Reform Act of 2005, effective October
22,2005 (D.C. Law 16-35; D.C. Official Code § 4-753.01(b)(4)(B)), is amended as follows:
“(1) The existing text is designated as sub-subparagraph (i).
“(2) New sub-subparagraphs (ii), (iit), and (iv) are added to read as follows: |
“(i1) Notwithstanding any other law; provided, that funding is
available within the Family Re-Housing Stabilization Program (“FRSP”) to implement this sub- !
subparagraph and sub-subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of this subparagraph, the Department, or the
Department’s designee, shall consider requests for FRSP assistance extending past 12 months if:
“(T) The participant has requested an extension in writing;
“(IT) The participant has made a good faith effort towards
the achievement of goals set forth in an individualized plan with the aim of a targeted
progression towards exit from the supports of FRSP, as observed by the service provider at
consistent intervals, but cannot yet sustain housing stability independently of FRSP; and
“(ITT) The participant has not yet been approved for
permanently affordable housing.
“(i11) When making a determination of whether to grant a
participant in FRSP an extension beyond 12 months, the Department, or the Department's
designee shall:
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participant in FRSP an extension beyond 12 months, the Department, or the Department's
designee shall:

*(I) Consider the totality of the circumstances; and

“(II) Grant extensions of time in increments not greater
than 6 months, with regular formal reviews every 3 months to ensure that participants are given
the support necessary to exit FRSP with stable housing.”

“(iv) If a requested extension of FRSP assistance by a participant is
denied, the participant shall be given 30 days written notice prior to the final subsidy payment
explicitly setting forth the reason for the denial of additional assistance and inform the
participant that the participant has a right to:

“(I) Appeal the determination through a fair hearing and
administrative review, including deadlines for requesting an appeal; and

“(11) The continuation of FRSP services pending the
outcome of any fair hearing requested within 15 days of receipt of a written notice of a
termination™.”

Sec. 3. Section 11(a) of the Fiscal Year 2024 Revised Local Budget Adjustment
Emergency Act of 2024, enacted on July 8, 2024 (D.C. Act 25-499; 71 DCR 7957), is amended
to read as follows:

“(a)_Section 7(b)(4)(B) of the Homeless Services Reform Act, effective October 22, 2005
(D.C. Law 16-35; D.C. Official Code § 4-753.01(b)(4)(B)), is amended as follows:

“(1) The existing text is designated as sub-subparagraph (1).
“(2) New sub-subparagraphs (ii), (iii), and (iv)_are added to read as follows:

“(ii) Notwithstanding any other law; provided, that funding is
available within the Family Re-Housing Stabilization Program (“FRSP”) to implement this sub-
subparagraph and sub-subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of this subparagraph, the Department, or the
Department’s designee, shall consider requests for FRSP assistance extending past 12 months if:

“(I) The participant has requested an extension in writing;

“(11) The participant has made a good faith effort towards
the achievement of goals set forth in an individualized plan with the aim of a targeted
progression towards exit from the supports of FRSP, as observed by the Service Provider at
consistent intervals, but cannot yet sustain housing stability independently of FRSP; and

“(III) The participant has not yet been approved for
permanently affordable housing.

“(iii) When making a determination of whether to grant a
participant in FRSP an extension beyond 12 months, the Department, or the Department's
designee shall:

“(I) Consider the totality of the circumstances; and
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“(II) Grant extensions of time in increments not greater
than 6 months, with regular formal reviews every 3 months to ensure that participants are given
the support necessary to exit the program with stable housing.”

“(1iv) If a requested extension of FRSP assistance by a participant is
denied, the participant shall be given 30 days written notice prior to the final subsidy payment
explicitly setting forth the reason for the denial of additional assistance and inform the
participant that the participant has a right to:

“(I) Appeal the determination through a fair hearing and
administrative review, including deadlines for requesting an appeal; and

“(II) The continuation of FRSP services pending the
outcome of any fair hearing requested within 15 days of receipt of written notice of a
termination™.”

Sec. 4. Sec. 5062(a) of the Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Support Emergency Act of 2024,
enacted July 15, 2024 (D.C. Act 25-506; 71 DCR 8406).is amended to read as follows:
“(a) Section 7(b)(4)(B) of the Homeless Services Reform Act, effective October 22,
2005 (D.C. Law 16-35; D.C. Official Code § 4-753.01(b)(4)(B)), is amended as follows:
“(1) The existing text is designated as sub-subparagraph (i).
*(2) New sub-subparagraphs (ii), (iii), and (iv) are added to read as follows:

“(i1) Notwithstanding any other law; provided, that funding is
available within the Family Re-Housing Stabilization Program (“FRSP”) to implement this sub-
subparagraphs and sub-subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of this subparagraph, the Department. or the
Department’s designee, shall consider requests for FRSP assistance extending past 12 months if:

“(I) The participant has requested an extension in writing;

“(11) The participant has made a good faith effort towards
the achievement of goals set forth in an individualized plan with the aim of a targeted
progression towards exit from the supports of FRSP, as observed by the service provider at
consistent intervals, but cannot yet sustain housing stability independently of FRSP; and

*“(1II) The participant has not yet been approved for
permanently affordable housing.

“(ii1) When making a determination of whether to grant a
participant in FRSP an extension beyond 12 months, the Department or Department's designee
shall:

“(I) Consider the totality of the circumstances; and

*(1I) Grant extensions of time in increments not greater
than 6 months, with regular formal reviews every 3 months to ensure that participants are given
the support necessary to exit the program with stable housing.”

“(iv) If a requested extension of FRSP assistance by a participant is
denied, the participant shall be given 30 days written notice prior to the final subsidy payment
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explicitly setting forth the reason for the denial of additional assistance and inform the
participant that the participant has the right to:

“(I) Appeal the determination through a fair hearing and
administrative review, including deadlines for requesting an appeal; and

“(II) The continuation of FRSP services pending the
outcome of any fair hearing requested within 15 days of receipt of written notice of a
termination™.”

Sec. 5. Fiscal impact statement.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement of the Budget Director as the fiscal impact
statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, approved
October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 6. Effective date.

(a) This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by
the Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto) and a 30-day period of congressional
review as provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved
December24, 1973 (87 Stat. 788; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)).

(b) This act shall expire after 225 days of its having taken effect.

Council of the District of Columbia

UNSIGNED

Mayor

Dastrict of Columbia
SEPTEMBER 26, 2024
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AN ACT

D.C. ACT 25-553

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

SEPTEMBER 26, 2024

To preserve, on an emergency basis due to congressional review, foreclosure protections for
homeowners who applied for funding from the DC Homeowner Assistance Fund (“DC
HAF”) program before September 30, 2022, and whose applications remain under
review, pending approval, pending payment, or under appeal, and to require that notices
continue to be sent to homeowners informing them of the DC HAF program before a
foreclosure action.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this
act may be cited as the “Foreclosure Moratorium and Homeowner Assistance Fund Coordination
Congressional Review Emergency Amendment Act of 2024,

Sec. 2. Foreclosure moratorium.

(a)(1) From July 1, 2022, through September 30, 2022, no residential foreclosure may be
initiated or conducted under section 539 or section 95 of An Act To establish a code of law for
the District of Columbia, approved March 3, 1901 (31 Stat. 1274/1204; D.C. Official Code §§
42-815 and 42-816) (“section 539 or section 95), no sale may be initiated or conducted under
section 313(c) of the Condominium Act of 1976, effective March 29, 1977 (D.C. Law 1-89; D.C.
Official Code § 42-1903.13(c)), and no judgment foreclosing the right of redemption shall be
entered under D.C. Official Code § 47-1378 if:

(A) A homeowner or their representative applies for financial assistance to
cure a debt or default with funds from the Department of Housing and Community
Development’s DC Homeowner Assistance Fund (“DC HAF”), or a similar government fund
established to assist homeowners impacted by the COVID-19 public emergency or public health
emergency declared pursuant to the District of Columbia Public Emergency Act of 1980,
effective March 5, 1981 (D.C. Law 3-149; D.C. Official Code § 7-2301 et seq.) (“financial
assistance application™);

(B) The financial assistance application is under review, pending approval,
pending payment, or under appeal; and

(C) Proof of the financial assistance application status described in
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph is presented, as a paper copy or through an electronic
medium, including through communications facilitated by the online DC HAF application portal,
to the mortgage lender, condominium association, homeowners association, or tax sale

I
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purchaser, or to an agent acting as a representative for any housing or financing entity to which
the homeowner is indebted.

(2)(A) Beginning on July 25, 2022, a mortgage lender, condominium association,
homeowners association, or tax sale purchaser, or an agent acting as a representative for any
housing or financing entity to which a homeowner is indebted, may begin to send notices to warn
of intention to initiate or continue foreclosure actions, but no foreclosure action deseribed in
paragraph (1) of this subsection may proceed prior to 30 days after a homeowner is first sent a
warning notice.

(B) Before September 30, 2022, all foreclosure notices and foreclosure
warning notices sent pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall:

(1) Be sent by postal and electronic mail to a homeowner’s last
known home and email address;

(ii) Inform the homeowner of DC HAF and the program’s potential
ability to cure eligible housing debts, including the specific type of debt or debts owed to the
entity sending the notice; and

(111) Explain the September 30, 2022, deadline to apply to DC HAF
to delay or prevent further foreclosure action.

(C) After October 1, 2022, all foreclosure notices and foreclosure warning
notices sent pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall:

(1) Be sent by postal and electronic mail to a homeowner’s last
known home and email address; and

(i1) Inform the homeowner of DC HAF and the program’s potential
ability to cure eligible housing debts, including the specific type of debt or debts owed to the
entity sending the notice.

(D) If, prior to the effective date of the Foreclosure Moratorium and
Homeowner Assistance Fund Coordination Emergency Amendment Act of 2022, effective
November 22, 2022 (D.C. Act 24-674; D.C. Official Code § 42-851.01), a mortgage lender,
condominium association, homeowners association, or tax sale purchaser, or an agent acting as a
representative for any housing or financing entity to which a homeowner is indebted sent a
notice of an intention to initiate, notice to initiate, or notice to continue foreclosure actions
without information about DC HAF, a new notice must be sent prior to the continuation of any
foreclosure action informing the homeowner of the availability of DC HAF and the program’s
potential ability to cure eligible housing debts, including the specific type of debt or debts owed
to the entity sending the notice;

(3) The Mayor, or the Mayor’s designee, shall ensure:

(A) A homeowner applying for DC HAF relief, or for similar government
funds established to assist homeowners impacted by the COVID-19 public emergency or public
health emergency declared pursuant to the District of Columbia Public Emergency Act of 1980,
effective March 5, 1981 (D.C. Law 3-149; D.C. Official Code § 7-2301 ef seq.), is provided with
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documentation in a timely and ongoing manner that will enable the applicant to present proof of
financial assistance application status as described in paragraph (1)(C) of this subsection; and

(B) Editable sample foreclosure warning notices that include information
about debt relief available through DC HAF are published on the DC HAF website for use by
housing or financing entities to which a homeowner may be indebted.

(b)(1) If a homeowner submitted a DC HAF financial assistance application prior to
September 30, 2022 and provided proof of the application status pursuant to subsection (a)(1)(C)
of this section, and the application remains under review, pending approval, pending payment, or
under appeal as of September 30, 2022, until such time as DC HAF payments can be made or the
homeowner’s application is denied following appeal, if any, the homeowner shall not be subject
to a:

(A) Residential foreclosure initiated or conducted under section 539 or
section 95;

(B) Sale initiated or conducted under section 313(c) of the Condominium
Act of 1976, effective March 29, 1977 (D.C. Law 1-89; D.C. Official Code § 42- 1903.13(c)); or

(C) Judgment foreclosing the right of redemption under D.C. Official
Code § 47-1378.

(2) The Mayor shall make every effort to make DC HAF payments as quickly as

practicable to qualified homeowners, their representatives, or housing or financing entities to
which a homeowner is indebted to cure any debts or defaults eligible for assistance.

Sec. 3. Applicability.
This act shall apply as of October 16, 2024,

Sec. 4. Fiscal impact statement.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement of the Budget Director as the fiscal impact
statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, approved
October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of a veto by
the Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto) and shall remain in effect for no longer
than 90 days, as provided for emergency acts of the Council of the District of Columbia in
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section 412(a) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 24, 1973 (87

Stat. 788: D.C. Official Code§ 1-204.12(a)).

K Jwe—

AChairman
Council of the District of Columbia

Mayor \
Districtiof Columbia
APPROVED

SEPTEMBER 26, 2024
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